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COP30: Turning Point in the Amazon

From 10-21 November 2025, the
world’s attention will turn to Be-
lém, Brazil, where the 30th UN
Climate Change Conference
(COP30) will take place in the
heart of the Amazon rainforest,
marking the 10th anniversary of
the Paris Agreement and follow-
ing 2024, the hottest year ever
recorded. More than 60,000 par-

ticipants, including leaders from
195 countries, scientists, busi-
nesses, NGOs, and Indigenous
peoples, are expected to attend,
with Brazil highlighting the Ama-
zon’s role in regulating the global
climate and pledging to put In-
digenous voices at the centre of
discussions. Key issues on the
agenda include updated 2035
climate plans (NDCs), which
countries must present to show
how they will cut emissions in
line with the 1.5°C target, as
well as debates on scaling up
climate finance for adaptation

and loss and damage support,
accelerating the energy transi-
tion away from fossil fuels, and
protecting forests. Brazil is
championing the Tropical Forest
Forever Facility, a proposed
$125 billion fund to reward na-
tions for keeping tropical forests
standing, with Brazil already
pledging the first $1 billion. Ma-
jor economies have also sig-
nalled new commitments: China
has pledged a 7-10% emissions
cut by 2035 alongside a huge ex-
pansion of renewables, Nigeria
has set its first economywide
reduction target, and the EU is
preparing to double its climate
finance for adaptation. Yet de-
spite these steps, the world re-
mains off track to cut emissions
by 43% by 2030, the level scien-
tists say is essential to keep 1.5°
C within reach. COP30 is there-
fore seen as a defining moment:
a chance to turn ambitious
promises into concrete action
that protects people, forests,
and the planet’s future.
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