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Science 
• Double Science GCSE

– Combined Science to make 2 GCSEs

• Triple Science

– 3 separate GCSEs: Biology, Physics and Chemistry

• Students are placed on one of these courses 
dependent on their performance in Year 9 
Science assessments

• We decide whether to have 1 or 2 triple groups 
based on the profile of the year group
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Options 

• A range of GCSE, and Vocational courses

• Four options





Subjects on offer

• Specialising: 
Dance, Drama, Geography, History, 

ICT, Languages, Music, PE/Sport, RS, 

Technology subjects...

• “New” Subjects: 
Business Studies, Health and Social Care, 

Computer Science, Construction, Media 

Studies, imedia. 



Qualifications on offer

• GCSE

– Graded from 9-1

• Cambridge National / BTEC

– Awarded Distinction, Merit, or Pass

– “Applied” or work-based learning

– Available in Sport, Business, and 

Construction





Options Pattern

Option A and B

• A Humanities subject, 
Computer Science or a 
Language: 
– Computer Science

– French

– Geography

– History

– Spanish

• By Invitation: Double 
Option - BTEC 
Construction 

Options C and D

• Free choice

• Health and Social Care

• PE/ National PE

• Performing Arts

• DT

• Can add further Humanities 
subjects or Languages

• Adds breadth to your study



Things to consider for students

Do consider:

• What do I enjoy?

• What am I good at? 

• What skills will I develop? 

• What to I want to do post-
16?
– Sixth form? 

– College?

– Apprenticeship/employment?

• Choose a good range of 
subjects

Do not consider:

• Choosing subjects just to be 
with friends

• Choosing subjects because 
“I like/don’t like the 
teacher”

• Choosing subjects “because 
you ought to” 



Things to consider - parents

• Read the latest subject report carefully

• Discuss progress and suitability with subject staff 
at parents’ evening, next week

• Discuss with your children what they want to do, 
and whether this will keep the right options open 
post-16

• Use www.careerpilot.org.uk or www.unifrog.org
to look at future career paths

• Consider the skills that different subjects give

• Aim for breadth and variety

http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/
http://www.unifrog.org/


The English Baccalaureate

• Represents breadth and strength in academic 

achievement

• Awarded to any student gaining 9-5 in:

– English Language

– Two Sciences (including Computer Science) 

– Mathematics

– History or Geography

– A Language



The Importance of a Language

• Research Paper – 2018 PISA data

• Languages lead to better job opportunities

• Languages speakers are more mobile geographically

• Can earn higher salaries

• Languages learners are more creative and better a solving 
complex problems

• Learning a language can improve attention and mental 
alertness in adults 

• Can help with first language literacy

https://www.oecd.org/pisa/foreign-

language/opens-doors.pdf





Options Viability

• We will make every effort to meet students’ first 
option choices

• Where this is not possible, we will use the reserve 
choice

• On occasions some options do not recruit a viable 
group, therefore you must be willing to take your 
reserve option

• Students cannot take the same subject twice!

• Additionally, once courses have been started in 
September we do not allow changes. Before this 
students can change but restrictions will be in place 
due to the groupings of subjects into “blocks”. 



Important Dates

• Monday 10th January: 
Options Assembly

• Tuesday 11th January: 
Options Evening

• Wednesday 19th January: 
Subject Evening – online 

• Wednesday 26th January: 
Final deadline for completing options online



Sources of advice

• Your Parents / Friends

• Students in Key Stage 4 

• Your teachers, or Heads of Department

• Aspire teacher

• Tutor & Head of House

• Careers Team – Mr Hammett

• www.careerpilot.org.uk or www.unifrog.org

• Mrs Black and the Learning Support team

http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/
http://www.unifrog.org/


What is Labour Market Intelligence?

• Information into the structure of 
employment and the jobs available in a given 
area

• Looks at what employers there are, and 
what sectors they are in.

• What type of jobs people are doing

• What skills are required

• How employment in an area may change











https://www.westofengland-

ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/employment-

skills/resources/



What Now?

Any questions!


