
Higher Education Funding 
Sue Garrett, Admissions and Student Funding Adviser



Å Tuition fees

Å Books and course extras

Å Accommodation (rent and 
bills)

Å Food

Å Insurance 

Å Travel

Å Social life 

Å Clothes

Å Telephone

What are the main costs at 

University?



ÅUK Universities max tuition fees of £9000 

per year in 2012 and 2013

ÅFoundation degree programmes, typically 2 

years, may have lower fees than 3 yr plus 

programmes

Tuition Fees 2013



Å Normally inflationary increase each year but 2013 same as 2012 

Å Higher Overseas rate fees for Non UK students

Å Fees do not have to be paid upfront

Å All òhomeó UK  students qualify for a Fee loan to fully cover their full 
UK tuition fees regardless of family income

Å The Student Loan Company pays the fee loan direct to the University

Tuition Fees



These vary according to:

Å Length and type of 
course

Å Year of study

Å Type of accommodation

Å Placements

Å Any additional needs 
e.g.dyslexia software

Specific Living costs



Planning a budget

ÅCost of Accommodation -

University and Privately rented

ÅCourse costsðask at the department 

for costs of course material,  books, 

field trips etc

ÅPart time work opportunities at 

JobLink in the Students Union

Å www.studentcalculator.org.uk

Plan a budget for your First and Insurance choice 

University



studentcalculator.org.uk





2013 UK Government Student support includes:-

Available to all:

Å Fee loan to cover all Fees (repayable after graduation)

Å Maintenance loan (repayable after graduation)

Means tested:

Å Maintenance Grant (non-repayable) for students from families 
where income of is under £42600

Needs assessed:
Å Disabled Students Allowance DSA(up to £20000 to cover extra 

costs) for students with dyslexia or a disability/chronic illness

What government funding is 

available?











ÅUp to £5,500 if you live away from home and study 

at a university or college outside London (minimum  

£3575)

Å£4,375 if you live at home (minimum £2843)

ÅUp to £7,675 if you live away from home and study 

at a university or college in London( minimum 

£4988) 

Maintenance Loan 2013



Non-repayable UK maintenance 

grants 2013

Income-assessed i.e. based on household income.

New students from September 2012 will be able to get: 

A full grant of £3,354 if household income is £25,000 or under .

A partial grant (on a sliding scale) where income is between 

£25,000 and £42,600.

No grants are available for those whose household income is over 

£42,600. 

They will be paid directly into a bank or building society account in 

three instalments with the student loan, one at the start of each 

term.



Total UK maintenance 

support 2013

Household 

Income

Maintenance 

Grant

Living cost loan 

(away from home 

not London)

Total

£25,000 or less £3,354 £3,823 £7,177

£30,000 £2,416 £4,292 £6,708

£35,000 £1,478 £4,761 £6,239

£40,000 £540 £5,230 £5,770

£45,000 £0 £5,288 £5,288

£50,000 £0 £4,788 £4,788

£55,000 £0 £4,288 £4,288

£60,000 £0 £3,788 £3,788

Over £62,500 £0 £3,575 £3,575



Extra help is targeted at students in specific circumstances, and is 

paid on top of any standard student finance.

ÁDisabled Studentsõ Allowances are NOT income assessed, and do 

NOT have to be repaid.

ÁChildcare Grant, Parentsõ Learning Allowance, Adult 

Dependantsõ Grant ARE income assessed, but do NOT have to be 

repaid.

Á The Access to Learning Fund continues to provide help via your 

University for students if you find yourself financial difficulty.

Additional UK support



How to apply for UK grants 

and loans 

Online via UCAS or gov.uk

Apply in good time ðdo not wait until you have a place 

confirmed. May is usually the deadline and a later application 

may mean late payment! 

Information you will need to complete your application includes:

ÅNational Insurance number 

ÅPassport details

ÅIncome details for student and household

ÅStudent bank account details

ÅMedical evidence of a disability, if applicable

ÅParents National Insurance number if income assessed



Application tips

Å You do not have to wait until you have made a 

final decision about where you will study

Å Income assessment is the most complicated 

part of application, other details are easily 

changed e.g. course code

Å If you are taking a gap year you cannot apply 

for finance now , you will need to wait until 

2014 cycle opens

Å Keep a record of your login details



Å Two loans ðone for tuition fees and one for living costs

Å Repayments start April after graduation

Å Both loans repaid through deductions from salary ðlike a tax but only 
if earning £21000 plus

Å You repay 9% of your income over £21000 per year 

Å If you donõt pay it all off in 30 years the remaining debt is written off 

Å Itõs a student loan not  a parent loan ðparents are never liable to 
repay!

Å There will be no early repayment penalty , but repaying extra or 
early may (?) prove to be the wrong decision because you may not 
repay the full amount before it's wiped after 30 years

Repaying student loans



Å Interest is variable as it is based on inflation rate (RPI)  

Å For full -time students, interest is charged at the rate of inflation (RPI 

ðRetail Price Index) plus three per cent from the date you take out 

your loan to April 2016 after youõve finished studying.

From April 2016 youõll be charged:

Å the rate of inflation if you earn £21,000 or less

Å the rate of inflation plus up to three per cent if you earn between 

£21,000-£41,000

Å the rate of inflation plus three per cent if you earn over £41,000

Student loan interest



Repaying student loans 

Salary Amount of salary 

from which 9% will 

be deducted

Monthly 

repayment

£25,000 £4,000 £30.00

£30,000 £9,000 £67.50

£35,000 £14,000 £105.00

£40,000 £19,000 £142.50

£45,000 £24,000 £180.00

£50,000 £29,000 £217.50

£55,000 £34,000 £255.00

£60,000 £39,000 £292.50




