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WHAT IS THIS BOOKLET ABOUT? 

 
This Booklet has been prepared to help you to choose the best combination of subjects for 
you to study in Years 10 and 11.  The choice you make will set you on the path leading to 
your future career.  It is important that the choices you make are the right ones for YOU.    
Your teachers will be available to help you: listen to them and your parents and then make 
your decision on the basis of this advice, what you are good at and what you enjoy 
studying. 
 
You will need to refer to the Options Form at the back of the booklet.  Advice about how to 
fill in the booklet will be given to students in school and to parents at the Options Evening 
on January 11th. 
 
WHO ELSE CAN HELP? 
 
Your Form Tutor: Your tutor knows you very well and will help and advise you on a one-

to-one basis.  They will be there to guide you through the whole Options 
process. 

 
Careers Staff: Mr Hammett works with advisors from the Connexions organisation, 

who offer careers advice to students.  This is done through meetings, 
and individual interviews which are arranged by Mr Hammett. 

 
Doôs and Donôts 
 
Doôs: Do choose subjects YOU want to do.  You are the person who has to do the 

work. 
 Do choose subjects that you are good at. 
 Do talk to your tutor, your teachers and your parents and get their advice.  

They want to help you. 
   
Donôts: Donôt simply choose what your friend has chosen.  There is no guarantee you 

will be in the same class. 
 Donôt choose a subject because you like the teacher.  They might not teach you 

next year. 
 Donôt choose something new just for a change.  Find out about it first. 
 Donôt choose before reading everything in this booklet and listening to advice. 
 
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU GET IT RIGHT.  IT IS NOT USUALLY POSSIBLE TO 

SWAP COURSES ONCE YOU HAVE STARTED 
 
AND FINALLYééé 
 
This is a really exciting time for you.  You are moving on to the next phase of your school 
career.  There are so many wonderful opportunities ahead, both within the courses you 
follow and in the fantastic range of activities available to you outside the classroom.  
Challenge yourself ï you will be surprised at what you can achieve! 
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UPPER SCHOOL COURSES 2010ï2012 
 
THE KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM 
 
The curriculum is a combination of subjects you have to study (The Core Curriculum) and subjects 
you can choose to study (Optional).  The Core Curriculum is:  
 

ENGLISH & ENGLISH LITERATURE 
MATHS 
SCIENCE 
ICT 
PE 
PSHE 
PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS (RE) 
 

These subjects develop the skills that are essential for all careers and for helping you to cope in 
the modern world.   
 
The options are set out in two pathways. Not every subject is available in each pathway.   
 

What are the different qualifications on offer?  
 

GCSEs 
 GCSEs cater for students of almost all abilities. They are graded from A*-G. 

 Short Course GCSEs are also graded from A*-G. They are equivalent to half a full course 
GCSE.  

 Applied GCSEs are graded in the same way, although the course is more vocational than 
traditional GCSEs. The Double Award in Health and Social Care is worth two GCSEs.  

 

BTEC Qualifications 

 

Qualification GCSE Equivalence Overall grade GCSE Grade Equivalence 

Certificate  2 GCSEs at grades D - G (Level 1) 

Distinction D, D at GCSE  

Merit E, E at GCSE  

Pass F, G at GCSE  

First Certificate  
2 GCSEs at grades A* - C 

(Level 2) 

Distinction A, A at GCSE  

Merit B, B at GCSE  

Pass C, C at GCSE  

 
Please see the Construction pages in this booklet to see which BTEC levels are on offer.  
 
Diploma ï Principal Learning 
 
We are offering the Principal Learning element of the Level 2 Diploma in Creative and Media. This 
qualification is awarded at grades A*, A, B, or C and is worth the equivalent of five GCSEs at the 
grade awarded.  
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OCR Nationals ï Level 2 

 
Qualification GCSE Equivalent Overall grade GCSE Grade Equivalent  

First Award 1 GCSE at grades A*-C 

Distinction A/A* 

Merit A/B 

Pass C 

Award 2 GCSEs at grades A*-C 

Distinction A*, A 

Merit A,B 

Pass C,C 

First Certificate  3 GCSEs at grades A*-C 

Distinction A/A*, A/A*, A/A* 

Merit A/B, A/B, A/B 

Pass C,C,C 

Certificate 4 GCSEs at grades A*-C 

Distinction A*, A*, A, A 

Merit A, A, B, B 

Pass C, C, C, C 

 
Please see the relevant pages in this booklet (ICT, Business Studies and Sport) to see which 
options are on offer in each subject. 

 
The English Baccalaureate 

 
 In the White Paper, The Importance of Teaching, published on 24 October 2010, the Secretary of 
State for Education announced the introduction of the English Baccalaureate. This new certificate 
would be awarded to any student achieving A*-C in five separate elements: 
 

1. English Language 
2. Two Sciences (either separate sciences, or core and additional science) 
3. Mathematics 
4. History or Geography 
5. A Modern Foreign Language (French, German or Spanish) 

 
Subjects which qualify for the EBacc are flagged throughout this booklet. The Academic Pathway 
is structured to ensure that students who take this route automatically qualify for the English 
Baccalaureate. 
 

Academic or Applied Pathway?  

The options are organised into two pathways to help you choose your first two options. The 

Academic pathway provides a foundation in facilitating subjects at GCSE which is a good 

preparation for study at A-Level and University. It is constructed to ensure that students are 

eligible to qualify for the English Baccalaureate. The Applied pathway provides a foundation in 

practical subjects which are awarded through continuous assessment. These subjects offer an 

alternative to GCSEs. Many of these are double options, which you would study for twelve periods 

per fortnight.  

No matter which pathway you choose, options three and four consist of a free choice including 

some GCSE and some applied subjects. You should also choose a reserve option in case the 

school is unable to provide the first combination of subjects you have chosen.   
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YOUR KEY STAGE 4 COURSE NEXT YEAR 
 

The standard timetable will be made up in the following way: 
 

SUBJECT COMPULSORY OR 
OPTIONAL 

PERIODS PER 
FORTNIGHT 

English & English Literature 
Maths 
Core Science 
Physical Education 
Philosophy and Ethics 
ICT 
PSHE 

Compulsory 
Compulsory 
Compulsory 
Compulsory 
Compulsory 
Compulsory 
Compulsory 

8 
7 
6 
4 
2 
2 
1 

Additional Science Compulsory 6 

Option A  
Option B 
Option C 
Option D 

Choice to be made now 
Choice to be made now 
Choice to be made now 
Choice to be made now 

6 
6 
6 
6 

 Total Lessons: 60 

 

Course Viability 
 
We will try to run every course on offer in this booklet. However, in some rare instances 
courses may not recruit enough students to create a viable option group. If this happens 
you may be asked to opt again. In this case Mr Hildrew or Mr McGivern will meet with you 
to offer advice and help you to make a suitable alternative choice.  
 

What to do next 
 
The subjects available next year are arranged in alphabetical order. 

 Read the details of each course carefully. 

  Seek advice and then make your decision, using the Options Form. 

 This form has to be returned to your Form Tutor by Wednesday 25th January 2012 
 
If at any stage a student or parent would like to meet with Mr Hildrew, Deputy Head, or Mr 
McGivern, Head of Year 9, please contact Mrs Taylor in the Home School Liaison Office 
and she will set up a meeting. Her telephone number is 01275 334212, or you can email 
Hilary.Taylor@chewvalleyschool.co.uk.  

mailto:Hilary.Taylor@chewvalleyschool.co.uk
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GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 
What do you study? 

 A course leading to a GCSE in English Language.  

 A range of writing skills for fiction and non-fiction forms and purposes. 

 Reading skills linked to a range of non-fiction texts.  

 Research and investigation skills linked to the study of spoken language. 
 

The biggest difference from KS3 is that you will be formally assessed on speaking and 
listening and that coursework will be assessed under Controlled Conditions (CCA). 

 
Why Study English? 

 To develop crucial communication skills as a speaker and writer. 

 To develop your reading skills, helping you not only to read more difficult texts but also to 
notice inference, implication and to make deductions about what you read.  

 To develop skills in analysing and thinking. 

 To develop your ability to form opinions about the world and to consider ideas. 

 To learn about Literature and Media texts and what they show about the world around you. 
GCSE English is a vital qualification for most future jobs, 6th Form or further education, as 
evidence that you can read, write, speak, listen and think well! 
 

How is the course assessed? 
Coursework will be assessed under Controlled Conditions (CCA) and will start as soon as you 
arrive in Year 10 and continue throughout the course at set times. You will also do an exam in the 
January of Year 11. 
 

 Coursework Written Examination 

Speaking & Listening 20% - 
Reading 25% 20% 
Writing 15% 20% 
 
Exam (2 hours):   

 Section A: Reading: Higher Tier: answer 4 questions on non-fiction reading sources. 

Foundation Tier: answer 5 questions on non-fiction reading sources. 

 Section B: Writing: Two compulsory writing tasks ï one shorter (16 marks) one longer 

task (24 marks) 

Coursework:  
Four written pieces of work, as follows: 

 An Extended Reading Task (15%) 

 Two pieces of Creative Writing (15%) 

 A Spoken Language Study (10%) 

Three speaking and listening assessments as follows: 

 Individual contribution (presentation), group discussion and drama-focussed activity (role-
play); each will assess a different speaking purpose.  

 
Who is responsible for the course?   
Mr G James ï Head of English  

English 
Baccalaureate 

Part 1 
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GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 
What do you study? 
 

 A course leading to a GCSE in English Literature. 

 A modern prose or drama text, a Shakespeare play, material from the English Literary 
Heritage and an Anthology of Poetry.   

 There are some links with the English Language GCSE, and some of the texts studied can 
result in work that contributes to the Extended Reading CCA.  

 
Why study English Literature? 
 

 It develops your ability to respond to othersô ideas and ways of seeing the world.   

 It develops further your ability to communicate effectively and to think independently.  To do 
well you need to analyse well and develop lively and interesting essays.   

 It is even more evidence of good reading and writing skills to add to your English GCSE.   

 It leads directly to English Literature or Language and Literature at A level.  

 The analytical, expressive and argumentative skills that you will develop will be useful for 
your future career and further study.   

 
How is the course assessed? 
 

 Two written exams, one in June of Year 10 and the other in June of Year 11.   

 One written CCA. 
 

 Coursework Written Examination 

One CCA piece on 
Shakespeare and the Literary 
Heritage  

25% - 

Year 10 Exam: Study of poetry  - 35% 

Year 11 Exam: Study of a 
modern novel or drama text 

- 40% 

 
 
Exams: 

 Year 10: Poetry Across Time (1 hour 15 minutes) 
Section A ï Comparison of two poems from the Anthology 
Section B ï Response to an unseen poem. 

 Year 11: Exploring Modern Texts (1 hour 30 minutes) 
Section A ï response to modern prose or drama text studied 
Section B ï exploring culture, based upon a specific extract from text studied 

 
Coursework:  

 A comparison/exploration of links between a Shakespeare play and a text from the English 
Literary Heritage (this could be poetry, prose or drama).  

 
Who is responsible for the course? 
 
Mr G James ï Head of English   
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GCSE MATHEMATICS 
 
What do you study? 
 
You will build on and widen your knowledge in the four main areas: Algebra, Number, Data 
Handling and Shape and Space.  You will continue to develop skills in problem solving and 
applying your knowledge to new situations. The new GCSE syllabus includes questions on what is 
called Functional Maths, which is maths in context, and questions that test your ability to solve 
problems. Questions no longer lead you through the problem instead you will have to choose an 
appropriate method and then set out your own strategy for solving the problem. There will be 
marks awarded for the quality of your written communication in maths.  
 
Why study Maths? 
 

 It develops important skills learnt since primary school 

 It builds on your logic and problem solving skills 

 It is a language that can be used to describe the world around us. 

 It is very valuable as a supporting subject to other courses at GCSE level and beyond. 

 A good maths GCSE is crucial for most jobs and entry to further education 

 There is presently a national shortage of mathematically trained students, therefore having 
a good maths GCSE makes you very employable. 

 
How is the course assessed? 
 
At the end of Year 9, test marks, teacher assessment levels and your general performance 
throughout Year 9 are considered.  You are then allocated to a teaching group, according to your 
ability.  In this group, you will follow an appropriate programme of work for the tier of entry of your 
group.  There are two tiers of entry for Mathematics and the grade you can achieve will depend on 
which tier you are entered for: 
 
Higher tier  - A*, A, B, C, D (or ungraded) 
Foundation tier - C, D, E, F, G (or ungraded) 
 
You will follow a linear course during the two years and you will be assessed over two written 
exams at the end of the course. 
 
There is no coursework however you will be given homework on a weekly basis. This is an 
important aspect of the course as it allows you to consolidate learning that has taken place in 
class, as well as allowing your teacher to monitor your understanding. 
 

We currently run a scheme whereby the top two Foundation Level sets take GCSE Maths early in 
November of Year 11. This allows two chances for those students to get that important C grade in 
year 11. Students that gain the grade C early can have additional time to work on their other 
subjects or, if they show sufficient promise, may choose to continue studying GCSE Maths to try 
for a higher grade on the Higher Level examination in the following Summer.  
We are currently awaiting a review of the November sitting by the exam board to determine 
whether we will be able to continue with this scheme. 

 
 
Who is responsible for the course? 
Mrs K Falconer (KS4 Co-ordinator) and Mrs T Smith (Head of Mathematics). 
  

English 
Baccalaureate 

Part 2 
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GCSE SCIENCE 
 
What do you study? 
The Science course which draws together the essential skills of Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
and Environmental Science, is all about how our universe works.  It looks at many different 
aspects including:  

  How living things work, reproduce and affect each other and the natural environment. 

 How we can use and exploit the worldôs natural resources. 

 How we can develop alternatives to the fast-diminishing resource of the planet and attempt 
to safeguard our future. 

 How we can apply technologies, both old and new, to improve our daily lives. 

 Where possible, we try to use experiments and demonstrations to cover the ideas. 
 

Why study Science? 
 

 The course lets you develop your scientific skills further. 

 The nation as a whole needs to have a good grasp of scientific ideas so that we can make 
sensible choices about our future.  This course provides a lot of the information necessary 
to allow you to contribute. 

 The triple or double GCSE options are the essential qualifications needed if you plan to 
take any science (including Environmental Science, Geology, Psychology) further.   

 A huge number of career paths need science qualifications, including engineering and all 
medical careers. 

 
How is the course assessed? 
 
The óCore Scienceô GCSE is assessed in three exams at the end of Y10.  , You will also complete 
a piece of coursework.  óAdditional Scienceô GCSE is assessed similarly in Year 11.  The óDouble 
Scienceô option prepares you fully for Science A-levels. 
 
Two groups will be selected to take a óTriple Scienceô option.  You will be invited to take part if you 
achieve high results in both the Year 9 topic tests and the end of year exam.   The course will 
involve you studying separate courses in Biology, Chemistry and Physics (3 GCSEs) in the time 
allocated to Double Science.  This will be examined at the end of Y11.  This course will suit 
students who work at a faster pace and are comfortable with the more difficult concepts in 
Science.  The course will prepare you well for Science A-levels. 
 
A few students may be selected to take the óCore Scienceô option (1 GCSE).  This is more 
appropriate for those students wanting to take additional vocational qualifications.  The course will 
be examined at the end of Year 11. There will also be assessed coursework. Core Science is not 
suitable for those students who wish to do Science at A-level. 
 
Who is responsible for the course? 
Mr J Walford ï Head of Science 

English 
Baccalaureate 

Part 3 
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Core ICT (OCR ï National First Award in ICT Level 2) 
 

What do you study? 
 
This qualification is made up of three units of work ï two large and one smaller.  The 
aim of each unit is to equip you with the knowledge and skills you need to work with 
information effectively and productively.  All pupils will study this course during years 
10 and 11 having one ICT lesson per week. 
 
The units are: ICT Skills for Business, Creating Animation and Creating Multimedia. 
 
Why Study ICT?: 

 You wil learn Key ICT skills for the workplace 

 You will use Flash to create animated content for the web 

 You will learn to present an effective showcase of information about a 
particular subject 

 
How is the course assessed? 
 
There is no exam in ICT. All work produced is coursework for an external moderator 
to assess.  Your evidence will be produced as an e-portfolio and sent digitally.  You 
can obtain one of the following qualifications: 
 
Distinction: equivalent to an A at GCSE      
Merit:  equivalent to a B at GCSE      
Pass:  equivalent to a C at GCSE      
 
General points: 
 

 It is expected that some considerable time will be spent by students in their 
own time to complete this course and to hit the deadlines successfully.  

 Access to a computer at home is not essential but might well be an advantage.  

 Course files will be placed on the school intranet to provide extra-curricular 
learning. 

 
Who is responsible for the course? 
 
Mr J Webber ï Head of ICT      
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CORE PE 
 

 

During your Core PE lessons in Key Stage 4 we hope that you will complete your 
vocational qualification that you began in Year 9. This is called the Level 1 Award in 
Sports Leadership, known as JSLA for short.  You will continue to cover the pattern 
of activities that you have opted for.  The pass criteria includes a 95% participation 
rate so you must bring your kit to all lessons. 
 
You will be given a logbook to record your leadership experiences in.  This could be 
anything from leading a warm up in your core PE lesson to organising a sporting 
festival for 150 Year 2 pupils.  Your logbook provides the evidence to award your 
certificate at the end of the course. 
 
 
During lessons you will be developing your practical skills but also learning 
leadership skills that will help you in all aspects of your future, for example 
organisation, communication, fair play, officiating and health and fitness.  You will 
get the opportunity to practice these skills through a variety of different activities. 
 
In Year 11 you will have the opportunity to choose a variety of activities that will 
encourage you to follow a healthy, active lifestyle. We will encourage you to 
complete sport specific leadership and officiating qualifications but these will be 
optional. 
 
Who is responsible for the course? 
 
Miss J Hibbert ï Head of Physical Education 
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL, AND HEALTH EDUCATION 
 

What is the course about? 
 
All students will follow a programme in Personal, Social and Health Education.  This 
will involve learning about a range of issues that are important and relevant to the 
lives of all young people, looking at how society affects you, and your role and 
responsibilities.  The programme will include: 
 

  Sex and Relationships Education 

  Drug Awareness Education 

  An Introduction to Work Experience and Careers 

  Risk awareness 

  Physical and emotional wellbeing 
 
PSHE will be timetabled once a fortnight and lessons will be run by one of a 
specialist team.  Experts may be invited in to talk to your group about particular 
issues or to run work shops.  There will be opportunities for you to work in a variety 
of ways including pair work, group discussion, student presentations and to join 
larger groups on topical projects. 
 
Citizenship is also an important part in the school curriculum and you will have an 
opportunity to take part in a range of activities including community service, charity 
fundraising, representation on the school and Year Council and initiatives such as 
recycling and healthy eating. 
 
Why do we study PSHE? 
 
This programme is devised to give you information about a wide range of issues but 
also to help develop your confidence, your ability to share your views and opinions 
and to tolerate and support those of your peers. 
 
How is this subject assessed? 
 
There are no exams in PSHE, evidence of your work and involvement will be 
recorded in your Record of Achievement file. 
 
Who is responsible for the course? 
 
Mrs L. Pope ï Head of Philosophy and Belief. 
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SHORT COURSE GCSE PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS 
 
What is the course about? 
 
The course covers four areas of ethical concern: 
  

 Animal Rights including the relative value of animals and the ways we use them 

 Prejudice including the origins and effects of prejudice and discrimination 

 Early life including the sanctity of life, quality of life and abortion 

 War and Peace including the criteria for a just war and pacifism 
 
Students will consider their own views on these issues and will consider a range of 
different viewpoints from the Christian, Hindu and Muslim traditions. 
 
Why do we study Philosophy and Ethics? 
 
The Philosophy and Ethics course replaces Philosophy and Belief (studied in years 
7-9).  Philosophy and Ethics addresses issues of faith and fulfils our legal obligation 
to teach Religious Education.  In addition to this it provides young adults with a 
forum to face some deep and difficult questions about our lives and behaviour and 
the opportunity to develop critical thinking and analytical skills which will enhance 
their learning experience across the curriculum and allow them to communicate their 
ideas in a more sophisticated way. 
 
It will enable students to: 

 develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for, a study of religion and its relation to 
the wider world; 

 develop their knowledge, skills and understanding of religion by exploring the 
significance, impact of beliefs, teachings, sources, practices, ways of life and 
forms of expressing meaning; 

 express their personal responses and informed insights on fundamental 
questions about identity, belonging, meaning, purpose, truth, values and 
commitment. 

 
How is this subject assessed? 
 
Philosophy and Ethics is examined as a Short Course GCSE.  All students will do a 
one hour and 30 minute exam.  
 
Who is responsible for the course? 
 
The Philosophy and Ethics course is co-ordinated by Mrs L Pope, Head of 
Philosophy and Belief. 
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WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
 

 
CAREERS AND WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
During Year 9 you carried out a career search using the KUDOS computer 
programme, and will take part in a careers fair at school.  This should give you some 
ideas about future careers which may interest you.  In Year 10 you will take part in a 
weekôs Work Experience during June 2012.  You will be given guidance about how 
to apply using an approved website which offers placements which have been 
checked for Health and Safety, and lots of advice about how to apply.  In Year 11 
you will be given guidance about post 16 options, including careers talks and 
individual interviews.  If you or your parents have any concerns about careers or the 
programme we offer, please contact Mr Hammett. 
 
Who is responsible for careers and work experience? 
 
Mr N Hammett 
 
 



GCSE - ART 
What do you study? 
 
This is a two-year GCSE course. During these two years, some of the most important skills 
you will be expected to develop are: 
 

 drawing from observation, using a variety of materials and techniques. 

 research into different styles of art and artists. 

 independent study in class and at home. 
 
You will study and practise a broad range of skills, techniques, themes and artists.  Although 
the majority of your coursework will be developed in your sketchbooks, you will also be 
expected to produce a number of quality pieces of ófinishedô artwork in two and three-
dimensions, which will make up your portfolio. 
 
Why study Art? 
 
Art is a creative subject that promotes and encourages independent learning, self discipline 

and visual expression. 
 
Students achieving grades A* - C could go onto study Art (Fine Art), Applied Art & Design, 
Textiles or Photography at AS/A2 level.  
 
How is it assessed? 
 
There are four Assessment Objectives that carry equal weighting.  Your coursework portfolio, 
and your final set task (exam) will be marked under these headings: 
 

 Develop (ideas and investigations informed by research into Art and Artists) ï 25% 

 Experiment (select and use materials, techniques and processes) ï 25% 

 Record (drawing and recording observations) ï 25% 

 Present (a personal and informed response (final pieces), connecting ideas, research 
and observations) ï 25% 

 
60% of your GCSE grade is based on the Coursework Portfolio. This is run under Controlled 
Assessment conditions over 15 school weeks. 
 
40% of your GCSE grade is based on the OCR-set Task (exam). You will have a 10-hour 
practical (run over a number of days, under exam conditions) to present a personal response. 
All the preparation work for the set task is produced in the weeks beforehand, and counts 
towards your assessment. 
 
Who is responsible for the course? 
 
Ms S Bloxham ï Head of Art 
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OCR NATIONAL AWARD IN BUSINESS LEVEL 2 
What do you study? 
 
Are you keen to learn the secrets of the SUCCESS of major brands such as Nike or Coca-
Cola?  OCR National in Business looks behind the scenes at what is involved in 
running a successful business.  You will examine all aspects of the business world and 
develop a wide knowledge of the challenges currently facing firms.  You will also gain a good 
grasp of practical business communication skills using ICT in particular 
 
OCR Nationals are exam-free alternatives to GCSEs, taking a more engaging, practical 
approach to leaning and assessment.  The award is equivalent to two GCSEs at grades A* 
to C  
 
Students will produce a portfolio of work which they will develop throughout the course and 
submit at the end of the second year. 
 

 How is a successful advert (such as Compare the Market.com) put together? 

 What has McDonalds done to cope with a fall in demand for its burgers? 

 What are the implications of the merger between Cadbury and Kraft? 
 

We use the OCR examination board, which requires students to understand business 
activity from different perspectives, which includes the: 

 

 Interests of different stakeholders 

 Need for sustainability 

 Effects of business activity on the environment 

 Increasing importance of ethics in decision making 

 Globalisation of business activity. 
 
Why study Business Studies? 
 
Because: 

 you will develop communication, problem-solving, information technology and 
numeracy skills ï all essential practical skills for future employment. 

 you will understand that business affects virtually every aspect of our lives, 

 the IT skills you develop ïare vital in many careers. 

 the course will allow a natural progression to Advanced Business course in the 6th 
Form. 

          No exams ï ongoing assessments throughout the course 
 

How is the course assessed? 
 
Students will produce 3 projects which will be marked in school and then externally 
moderated 
 
Who is responsible for the course? 
 
Mr S Pearce - Head of Business Studies  
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BTEC CERTIFICATE IN CONSTRUCTION LEVEL 1 AND 2 
 
The BTEC Certificate aims to encourage you to develop the personal skills and qualities you need for 
work, learning and to help you achieve your full potential.  BTEC qualifications are intended as 
practical ñhands onò programmes with each one taught in the context of real jobs and careers in 
a chosen vocational sector. This course will give you a chance to explore the opportunities offered in 
that sector and to acquire appropriate vocational skills.   
 
What is the course structure? 
The Level 1 course is made up of 4 units:  Two core units, which everyone takes, and two optional 
units which, enable you to study particular areas in more depth. The Level 2 course has two core 
units and one optional unit.  
 
What subjects will you study? 
Level 1: 
All students take these two core units: 
Á Starting Work in Construction 
Á Health & Safety and welfare in construction 
 

 

You then take the following optional unit: 
Á Developing Carpentry Skills 
Á Developing Joinery Skills 
 

All units are designated pass or fail. 
 
A BTEC Level 1 Certificate in Construction can also prepare you for employment in the Construction 
industry. You may also have the opportunity to study the Level 2 Certificate in Construction. 
 
Level 2  
All students take these two core units: 
Á Structure of the Construction Industry 
Á Exploring Health, Safety and Welfare in Construction. 
 

 

You then take the following optional unit: 
Á Exploring Carpentry and Joinery 
 
All units are designated Pass, Merit or Distinction. A BTEC Level 2 Certificate in Construction can 
prepare you for employment in the Construction industry. You may also have the opportunity to go on 
to study the Level 3 Certificate in Construction (or similar) at college. 
 
You may be able to combine a BTEC in Construction with another suitable Design and Technology 
subject. 
 
If you require any further information, please contact Mr Turner. 
 
Mr M Turner 
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LEVEL 2 DIPLOMA IN CREATIVE & MEDIA  
(PRINCIPAL LEARNING) 

 
 

Due to withdrawal of exam board support for the specification, 

this option can no longer be offered for 2012 

 

Apologies for any inconvenience 

 

Students interested in Creative & Media areas should explore 

the GCSE courses in Media Studies, Dance, Drama and Music  
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GCSE DANCE 

 
This course is both practical and theory based. 
 
What do you study?  

 You will study a number of different dance techniques and choreographers. 

 You will be taught how to create solo and group choreography pieces. 

 You will study professional dance works to develop your appreciation skills for 

your written paper. 

 Your course will include working with visiting dance artists and trips to the 

theatre. 

 You will also gain performance experience from taking part in the Chew Valley 

Dance Festival.  

How is the course assessed? 
Unit One ï Critical Appreciation  
Written paper ï 1 hour (50 marks/20%) 
 
Unit Two ï Set Dance  
Practical exam ï solo dance ï 1-1 ½ minutes (30 marks/ 20%) 
 
Unit Three ï Performance in a duo/group dance 
Controlled assessment ï 3-3 ½ minutes (30 marks/20%) - Based upon a professional 
dance work 
 
Unit Four ï Choreography (total for unit four 60 marks/40%) 
Task 1 ï solo composition 1 ï 1 ½ minutes (20 marks/ 15%) - Based upon a 
professional dance work  
Task 2 ï Choreography ï solo/duo/group 2 ½ - 3 minutes (40 marks/25%) 
 
Who is responsible for the course? 
Miss R Cooke 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Why study design and technology? 
 
You will follow a FULL course in Design and Technology.  Through Design and Technology you will 
have lots of opportunity to solve practical problems.  You will develop your communication skills 
through analysing and evaluating information and you will be involved in creating personal project 
work.  During Years 7 to 9 you will have experienced a broad range of design and technology 
courses and now you have the opportunity to choose one FOCUS area to study to GCSE level.   
The FOCUS areas are: 
 

 Food Technology   

 Product Design   

 Systems and Control 

 Textiles   
 
During the GCSE course, in whatever FOCUS area you choose, you will be planning ways to solve 
practical problems, using ICT to help you analyse information and to assist your creative thinking.   
 

GCSE FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
 
What do you study? 
During the course, you will follow a course in food safety and hygiene.  You will be given the 
opportunity to sit the Environmental Health examination ñFood Safety in the Catering Industryò.  
During Year 10 you will develop practical skills that you can implement in the controlled assessment 
task which you will undertake in Year 11.  Through mini projects you will learn about food and 
nutrients and the specific needs of individuals, you will use the design process to develop new and 
interesting food products.  Much of the learning will be through practical applications. 
 
Why study Food Technology ? 
This course will give you a good insight into the sensible use of food, giving you useful skills to 
develop a range of healthy products.  You will develop good organisation skills through practical 
tasks which will be invaluable throughout life. 
 
How is it assessed? 
The controlled assessment will account for 60% of the total GCSE mark. 
The written examination will make up the remaining 40% of the total GCSE mark. 
There will be a single tier of entry. 
 
Who is responsible for the course? 
 
Mrs Cook / Mrs Russell       
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GCSE PRODUCT DESIGN 
 
What do you study? 
Product Design is a practical subject which requires you to understand the material 
world around you.  You will be designing, planning, producing and evaluating 
products.  You will be taught basic design principles; you will develop design briefs to 
produce practical outcomes based on your own designs.  You can develop your artistic 
skills through modelling both on the drawing board and through ICT.  You will work 
with a range of materials, including paper/card, timber based materials, metals, 
and plastics.  You will be making projects such as pewter jewellery, Acrylic desk 
organisers, moving toys for children, storage units for personal items, educational toys 
etc.  Throughout the course you will be looking at how products have evolved over 
time together with changes in manufacturing processes and technologies.  You will be 
taught a range of artistic skills using line, tone, colour rendering. 
 
Why study Product Design? 
Product Design will develop your enquiring, creative and evaluation skills.  It is a 
course for anybody who enjoys problem solving and derives satisfaction from 
producing practical pieces based on their own design.  It is a good grounding for 
anyone interested in Designing and Making.   It will help you understand how many of 
the products you encounter every day are designed and made and will provide an 
excellent foundation for anybody considering a future in a Design and Technology field 
such as:  product design, jewellery design, industrial design furniture design, etc. 
 
 
How is it assessed? 
The controlled assessment task will account for 60% of the total GCSE mark. 
The written examination will make up the remaining 40% of the total GCSE mark. 
There will be one tier of entry. 

 
Who is responsible for the course?  
 
Mr D Britton ï Head of Design, Technology and Art 






































